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Poetry. Art. Asian & Asian American Studies. 2014 Kore Press First Book Winner, selected by
Joy Harjo. SILENT ANATOMIES is a poetic-visual hybrid that traverses the body's terrain,
examining the phenomena of cultural silences. Whether it is shame obscuring the female body,
the social stigma shrouding certain illnesses, or the cryptic stories of her ancestors, Monica Ong
interrogates the agency of the daughter, who must decide whether or not to speak out. What
happens to stories that go underreported, un-translated, or are completely erased?

"In lush visual assemblages and poems that are ironic and moving, Ong delves into the often-
silent selves that every self carries. . . the figures of her Chinese and Filipino backgrounds, the
ghosts and demons of familial and cultural history, and the present American self grappling with
race and identity. . . . This book is as ambitious and thrilling as they come." —Rick Barot, poetry
editor, New England ReviewAbout the AuthorMonica Ong is a poet and visual artist. She
received her MFA in Digital Media at the Rhode Island School of Design and is a Kundiman
poetry fellow. Her debut collection, SILENT ANATOMIES, was selected by Joy Harjo as a winner
of the Kore Press First Book Award.
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E. Kim, “This is an amazing book of poetry that connects culture. This is an amazing book of
poetry that connects culture, race and medicine in the context of public health. Each work of art
is fascinating, particularly to those who have experienced the silences creatively articulated in
pieces like Glass Laynx and Silent Treatment. Even better if you can catch Monica doing a live
poetry reading. Highly recommend!”

Jessica S., “creating beautifully sculpted poems both visually and through her words. Monica
Ong incorporates a wide range of artwork into her book and into the poems themselves, creating
beautifully sculpted poems both visually and through her words. She explores her culture and
heritage in this book, bringing in the beliefs and customs that she and her family lived through
with her own creative twist.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Monica Ong’s Silent Anatomies is a strong showing of her .... Monica
Ong’s Silent Anatomies is a strong showing of her family’s immigration, multicultural heritage,
and its imprint on her family’s gender beliefs in an artful way. A lot is learned through her linking
of poetry and images that makes for an interesting read. Her speech on gender through poems
in the book bring issues of cultural thoughts on women and how it can be detrimental. Her
poems also bring to light keeping cultures alive and after immigrating to a new place. Her poems
are well crafted and elegant while speaking to issues that are important.”

Liana, “She brings to life what it is like to be a girl in a society where men .... Using satirical and
personal images, Monica Ong touches on issues of immigration, gender and racism. She brings
to life what it is like to be a girl in a society where men are ranked higher in social class. Using
elegant poetry she explains how her mother was made to dress like a boy and the methods
pregnant women would go through to try and conceive a baby boy. This book brings to life
controversial issues in a way that keeps the reader wanting more.”

Ebook Library Reader, “This was a beautiful book. The poems combined with the visual
elements .... This was a beautiful book. The poems combined with the visual elements made for
an interesting read. Ong tackles some hard topics relating to the clash of culture in Chinese-
American homes. Her words are thought provoking and her images even more so. I would
recommend it.”

Ebook Library Reader, “very personable. I am impressed with the personal touch Ong put into
this book. So much about her own experiences with family and diversity. I loved the satire and
recommend picking up this poetic biography.”

The book by Yukio Mishima has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 17 people have provided feedback.
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